
Arthur Reginald Sykes

Rank: - Gunner

Number: - 1118985

Regiment: - Royal Artillery 129 Field Regt

Died: - 24 Sept 1942 aged 35 years

Cemetery: - Calcutta (Bhowanipore) Cemetery, Kolkata, India Plot H Grave 46 

Batley News, 3 Oct 1942 (photo)

“AT THE GOING DOWN OF THE SUN AND IN THE 
MORNING, WE SHALL REMEMBER HIM”



Family Details:

Arthur Reginald was born in Batley on 9 July 1907 the son of Fred and Alice Sykes 
nee Harrop. In 1911 the family lived at Clutton Street, Soothill.  He attended Park 
Road School and later worked at J.T. & J. Taylor’s as a cloth finisher, being a 
playing member of Soothill Cricket Club and played with Ossett Rugby Union 
Football Club. 

In 1932 he married Florence Edith Whitehead and they lived at 35, Purlwell Lane, 
Batley. Valerie M was born in 1933. His mother died in 1932 and his father went 
to live in Castleford. 

Arthur joined the Royal Artillery in August 1941 and in September 1942 was sent 
to India, his family receiving a message to say he had arrived only one week 
before his death. He died in hospital in India on 24 September 1942. At the time 
of his death his father-in-law was in Batley Hospital and died on 25 September. 
A double tragedy for his wife.

He was awarded the 1939-5 Star and 1939-5 War Medal

Arthur is remembered with Honour at Zion Methodist Church and Batley War 
Memorial.

The Front page of the Batley News follows:




